Knowing God's Will
How can I know God's will for my life?  This is one of the most important questions that a person can ask.  Paul sketches an answer when he writes, "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure" Philippians 2:12-13. 

     
Christians walk by faith and not by sight (2Cor. 5:7).  Often we must decisions without tangible confirmation that we are doing the right thing.  Life contains a risk factor for everyone, followers of Christ included.
    
But Paul's guidance in Philippians 2 sheds light on our way.  "Work out your salvation"  This does not mean work to earn salvation.  It means throw yourself wholeheartedly into serving the Lord who has loved and saved you.  The first step in knowing God's will for the future is to be diligent and faithful in the present Jesus taught that being entrusted with great things starts with being faithful in little things,”He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?" Luke 16:10-12
    
"God... works in you to will and to act." Paul was confident that Christians who lived faithful lives unto God would develop inner will and outer responses in keeping with God's desires.  God's will would come to be their will.
    
"According to his good purpose."  God has a plan, a good plan, for all his children, "For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end." Jer.29:11.  He wants us to know and to do his will.  We should not expect detailed long-range maps and schedules to dropped into our laps.  But we can depend on the Lord to oversee our way so that it eventually leads to him. "In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight" Proverbs 3:6
